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The seventh grade house is a busy place! Congratulations to Mr. Mikulski! He

has found a new home in Alden as the Principal of the intermediate building.

We hope to have a new House Principal in place by March. On January 11th,

James Harrington presented to our students as we kicked off our Ugandan

Walk to Water activities. Last year our students raised over $28,000 to help

provide clean water for those who do not have it readily available. Mrs. Tudor

met with students to plan courses for next year. Midterms are over and we are

looking ahead to preparing for final exams. In February, we will have our

Woods Runner day activities and our middle school musical performance of

Beauty and the Beast. Take the time to speak with your child about their

experiences at school. Regularly talking about the experiences in their life, big

or small, positive or negative, will keep the lines of communication open as you

guide them into adulthood.

Mr. Michel



It is so hard to believe that this class is now halfway through middle school! It

seems like just yesterday that they were all trying to figure out how to open up

their lockers and how to get to all of their classes on time! On February 2nd,

students will be bringing home the pink, 8th grade scheduling card, and a letter

explaining the courses available for the 2017-2018 school year. These

documents are also available on the school website in addition to more detailed

information about course selections. Please discuss the course selections with

your child, sign the pink scheduling card, and have them return it to their

homeroom teacher by Friday, February 10th. Please contact me with any

questions as soon as possible.

Mrs. Tudor



In ELA, seventh graders just finished a unit of study from a NYSED module.

After reading Linda Sue Park’s novel, A Long Walk to Water, students were

engaged in an effort to raise money for the Ugandan Water Project. We raised

over $28,000 last year and are hoping to surpass that total this year. James

Harrington and his crew from UWP will update us before the end of the school

year to let us know which Ugandan communities are affected by our efforts.

After that three-week long study, we began an Interdisciplinary unit that centers

on the American Revolution. We are reading Gary Paulsen’s novel, Woods

Runner; through a close reading of that novel, we discuss the genre of

historical fiction, examine themes of helping one another and paying it forward,

and analyze static and dynamic characters. Our culminating activity is an in-

house field day for all seventh graders in which they explore various aspects of

life in the 1770’s through hands-on experiences.







As the first semester comes to a close, we have extensively explored percent

problems involving real world examples, such as simple interest, percent

change, tax, tip, markup, and discount. Our focus now shifts to algebra and

solving equations. We have begun problems that involve defining a variable

and setting up a practical expression. The next step will be to merge this

knowledge with equation and inequality solving. Through inverse operations

and the application of number properties, students will learn how to simplify,

and ultimately solve, equations and inequalities. Probability, Statistics, and

Geometry will round out our units of study. The New York State Mathematics

Assessment is scheduled for Tuesday, May 2nd through Thursday, May

4th. Students will need to have a Texas Instruments 30XIIS or 30XA calculator

for use during the exam.



The students have begun their study of Genetics. They will learn about different

human traits by looking at their own physical traits through lab work and by

incorporating what they learned into a project about genetic traits. The students

will then journey across the ages to discover how life in all its breathtaking

variety has relentlessly adapted itself through time. We will do this by visiting

the Galapagos Islands with our IMAX movie and in our lab work on variation,

natural selection, and adaptations of bird’s beaks and feet. In addition to this,

we will follow through with the Principles of Classification and continue the

study of different species within all the kingdoms.



The advanced 7th grade science students have spent the first semester

working on the study of Chemistry and Physics. Atomic structure, matter,

energy, and Newton's Laws are a few of the topics we have been delving into.

Our final unit is on electromagnetism and waves. Soon we will begin the

Biology portion of the course. The second half of our school year will be spent

learning about cells, ecology, genetics, and body systems.



The Seventh Grade History students have just finished a unit on the American

Colonies. We are currently working on the American Revolution. A key activity

will be the study of the novel Woods Runner, which the students are reading in

both ELA and History. There will be an activity day on Friday, February 17th

that will give the students a chance to experience many of the things that they

will be reading about. Homespun Project information will be provided to

students at the end of February.



It’s hard to believe that the second marking period has ended! During the past

ten weeks in Spanish and French we have been working on our school unit.

We have learned how to tell time, how to conjugate verbs, and how to talk

about school and our classes. Our next unit will be on the family, and different

places in school and the community.

The 7th Grade Latin students have certainly been busy this marking

period! They have been studying about famous Romans, prominent buildings

and places in the ancient city, and the holiday of Saturnalia. Latin students

have also been learning about the social and political structure of this highly

complex civilization as well as the practice of slavery in the ancient

world. Introduction to singular and plural grammatical constructions has started

them off into studying the Latin language itself. Next marking period will add

more grammar and even more culture.



This quarter in art, students gained a deeper understanding of the Design

Elements and implemented them in their work. We viewed both contemporary

art as well as art work from the past. Students experimented with a variety of

materials such as: colored pencils, tempera paint, chalk and oil pastels, and

clay. The focus of a few of our major projects were centered around abstract

portraits.



Second quarter got off to an exciting start! Seventh grade met and exceeded

the sewing challenge The String Bag. We explored numerous yet unusual

careers and now have a better idea as to what it is we’d like to do in the future.

As the food unit concluded we made our own pita bread—fortified with the

benefits of whole grains. Leadership characteristics were integrated throughout

the quarter—including proper etiquette. Be sure to ask your 7th grader to

demonstrate at your next family dinner!





Congratulations to seventh grade chorus members for a great concert

performance. We are busy preparing for our next concert will be held on

Tuesday, March 21st. Show Choir and Voce will resume on March 1st, after our

musical production "Beauty and the Beast." We are off to an exciting 2017!

Seventh grade general music students composed and performed Polyrhythmic

Percussion Compositions using instruments of Latin America – congas,

bongos, maracas, claves, and guiros. Class performances were

great! Students also spent time in the music lab practicing and performing

Bach’s Minuet in G Major melody on the keyboards as well as Haydn’s Surprise

Symphony melody. During our last week we studied and watched the musical,

West Side Story.



The orchestra was very busy performing in the second marking period. Besides

the December winter concert, the orchestra performed at the Clarence Senior

Center and shared their holiday music with members of the community.

Currently the orchestra is studying 6/8 time and the songs Sea Chantey and

Shores of Ireland that use 6/8 rhythm patterns. Congratulations to several

Orchestra students who auditioned at the ECMEA solo music festival January

14th at Orchard Park HS. As a result of the audition, the following students have

been accepted into the ECMEA Jr. High North Orchestra: Courtney Cimmerer,

Bass, Reggie Guo, Cello and Katy Yun, Harp.



The symphonic band and concert band members are busily preparing for our

next concert scheduled for Tuesday, April 4th. Please take note of all of our

other performance dates:

• April 20th- Clarence Jazz Festival; 7:00pm CMS (with high school jazz band

and vocal jazz)

• April 27th or April 28th- Concert Band to NYSSMA Festival for Band

Competition. TBA

• May 19th - Concert Band; Harris Hill Elementary Concert; 8:00AM

• May 23rd- Symphonic Band; Ledgeview Elementary Concert; 8:00AM

• May 29th- Memorial Day Parade; 11:00am, CHS

• June 6th- District Band Spectrum Concert; 7:00pm; CHS Gym

If your son/daughter is interested in taking private lessons, please contact Mr.

Gawlak or Ms. Runfola for recommendations.



The seventh grade tech ed students worked diligently on their CO2 car designs

to get ready for the final race-testing event that was scheduled for the last two

days of the quarter! The beginning of the quarter was spent learning how to

refine their CO2 car designs on the Auto-Desk Inventor software. For the

remainder of the quarter, they focused on how to cut their cars out of a block of

basswood, sand, paint, and attach the wheels and axles. The excitement of

race day was mounting as many students chose to come in early and/or stay

late to perfect their CO2 cars before the big race!



Health education students have been studying substance abuse prevention

which includes tobacco, alcohol, prescription drugs and other dangerous

substances. Decision making skills and refusal skills will be practiced in class.

The third quarter will include topics related to stress management, support

networks and suicide prevention. Personal safety skills will be discussed at the

end of the year.

SPRING SPORTS SEASON STARTS MARCH 13TH

All athletes must have a CURRENT physical on file in the health office to be

eligible BEFORE try-outs for spring sports. In order to be eligible, the physical

must be dated MARCH 1, 2016 or later. There are NO EXCEPTIONS. Check

your child’s physical dates, posted on the ParentPortal, or contact the school

nurse at #407-9223. Physicals can also be faxed #407-9243 or emailed to

Lbajdas@clarenceschools.org.

DON’T DELAY, CHECK TODAY!

mailto:Lbajdas@clarenceschools.org


Physical education classes will be continuing their table tennis unit until winter

break. Table tennis intramurals are offered Wednesday mornings throughout

the month of February. Students should report to the north cafeteria by 7:50

am for table tennis intramurals.

Physical education classes will be starting their badminton unit after winter

break. Students are required to have safety goggles for the badminton

unit. Badminton intramurals will also be starting after winter break and there

will be a sign-up sheet in PE class. Students may enter teams of four players

and should report to the north cafeteria b 7:50 am on their game

days. Students should see Mr. Burgio or Mrs. Booker for any questions

regarding intramurals.


